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XXIX.—On an apparently undescribed Bird from the Seychelle 

Islands. By ALrreD Newron, M.A., F.L.S. 
(Plate VIII.) 
Ar the beginning of the present year I received a letter from my 
brother, Mr. Edward Newton, which contained the information 
that His Excellency Sir Henry Barkly, Governor of Mauritius, 
had lately procured from one of the islands in the Seychelle 
archipelago a living example of a black-and-white bird, called 
there the “ Pie chanteuse,” which my brother was unable to 
identify with any species known to him. The bird lived in Lady 
Barkly’s aviary at Réduit for more than two months, and, 
then dying, was most obligingly given! by her to my brother. 
Its skin has been sent to me, and I have had the opportunity of 
submitting it to several of my friends—among others to Mr. G. 
R. Gray and Dr. Sclater—none of whom recognized it as a de- 
scribed species. I have therefore thought it advisable to have 
the specimen figured here, from the conviction that, if it be of an 
already known species, it will be speedily referred to its proper 
designation. 

The “Pie chanteuse” of the Seychelles appears to belong to the 
genus Copsychus, and to be nearly allied to the rare C. pica 
(Natt.), discovered by Bojer in Madagascar—a species I have 
never seen, the only three specimens known, two males and a 
female, being, according to Dr. Hartlaub (Orn. Beitr. zur Fauna 
Madagascar’s, p. 38), contained in the Vienna Museum. But, 
from the description given, C. pica must be very considerably 
smaller*, and much more varied in colour than the bird I am 
now about to define, which is entirely of a glossy bluish black, 
with the exception of a pure white patch on the upper wing- 
coverts; while the Madagascar species seems to have the under 
surface of the wings, the edges of the secondaries, the abdomen, 
and some of the outer tail-quills white, in addition to the white 
middle wing-coverts. 

* Dr. Hartlaub says of C. pica (loc. supra cit.) “long. tot. 7'”.” This 
is evidently a mistake, and probahly “7"” wasintended. In this case an 
accidental error is easily detected; but in many instances the use of the 


method of notation emploved by my learned friend seems likely to lead to 
confusion. 
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The skin sent to me is marked as that of a young male bird; 
but it appears to have assumed its mature plumage; though it is 
to be noticed that above, and in front of, the right eye there isa 
single white feather, which may be either an accidental circum- 
stance or else an indication of some seasonal change of dress. 
Premising also that, when first caught, its wings and tail were 
cut, and that they may therefore not have yet attained their full 
growth, I accordingly proceed to characterize this species as 


CopsycHUS SECHELLARUM, sp. nov. (Plate VIII.). 

C. omnino niger, nitore chalybeo resplendens, tectricibus alarum 
superioribus albis exceptis. Rostro et pedibus nigris. Re- 
mige primo brevissimo, secundo duplo longiore, tertio 
probabiliter longissimo: cauda valde gradata. Iridibus 
fuscis: lingua et rictu interne citrinis. 

Long. tota 10, ale a carp. 4:65, cauda 4°4, rostri a fronte ‘75, 
a rictu 1:3, tarsi 1:45, digiti med. cum ungue 1:15, hallucis c. 
ung. 1:01 poll. angl. et dec. 

Hab. In insulis Sechellarum quibusdam. 

Mus. A. et E. Newton. 

The person who obtained this bird informed my brother that 
it was only found on two islands of the group, one of them being 
a small islet quite close to Mahé. But on the matter of its dis- 
tribution in the Seychelles, I trust that my brother will before 
long be able to give some more precise information; as he 
hopes, on his way home to England from Mauritius, to pass 
a month in exploring that archipelago, the avifauna of which, 
from the little we know of it, is likely to present some singular 
and interesting facts. 

I cannot, however, conclude this short notice without remark- 
ing on the various services rendered to ornithology by Sir Henry 
Barkly, some of which, as it seems to me, have not met with their 
due acknowledgment. It is, I believe, mainly to his good offices 
that the Zoological Society owe the living example of Didunculus 
strigirostris which they received about a year ago; for though 
Mr. Williams had long been endeavouring to obtain specimens 
of this bird, it was not until a drawing from Mr. Gould’s plate 
representing it had been transmitted to the Samoan Islands 
through Sir Henry Barkly (at that time Governor of Victoria), 
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that the examples were procured, which were afterwards pur- 
chased at Sydney, and so handsomely presented to the Society 
by Dr. George Bennett. 


XXX.—Recent Ornithological Publications. 


1. ENGLISH. 


In an appendix to the second volume of his friend Captain 
Spratt’s recently published ‘Travels and Researches in Crete,’ 
Lieutenant-Colonel Drummond-Hay has reprinted, with a good 
many alterations, his ‘ List of the Birds of the Island of Crete,’ 
which was published some three-and-twenty years ago in the 
‘Annals and Magazineof Natural History’ (vol. xii. pp. 428-427). 
The observations on which this list was founded were made during 
a residence from the27th April to 18th June, 1843—very nearly 
two months, and that at the best season of the year for ornitho- 
logical purposes. In each paper the number of species noticed 
is the same, namely, 105 ; but this result is obtained by the omis- 
sion from the second edition of the Common Quail (which must 
surely visit the island) and the splittmg of Motacilla flava into 
M. cinereocapilla and M. melanocephala. Falco subbuteo is now 
replaced by F. eleonore, which was “seldom noticed in the 
middle of the day, but towards evening might be seen in small 
flocks, in pursuit of a large species of beetle, which they dex- 
terously strike and hold in the claw, devouring their prey on 
the wing.” Col. Drummond-Hay states that this species pro- 
bably breeds on the island, from the circumstance of its having 
been seen so late as the 12th of June; but, according to Dr. 
Kriiper’s experience (Journ. f. Ornith. 1864, pp. 1-23) in the 
Cyclades, there would yet be plenty of time for it to go elsewhere 
before August, which, singularly enough, seems to be its usual 
time of nidification. A few other changes of less importance 
are made in the identification of the birds noticed. For instance, 
for Fringilla montium we now have F. linaria, of course not the 
Linnean species (cf. Ibis, 1865, p. 129, note), but probably 
our Lesser Redpoll. It is suggested that the Cretan Chaffinch 
may be Fringilla spodiogena, instead of F. celebs, as the last- 


